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Duntons Meacle. 


From Oueldayp Augen? the 8th, to Haturdayp Auguf? the 12th, 1710. 


The Sybil-Poft: Or, Ideal Kingdom con- 
tinuw’d, being the Colony of Dull Fancy. 


PON iny Appearance in the Walk, the 
Sybil prevented me, and asked me, It 


1 was ready for another Colony ; I an- 
fwer’d ‘twas what I waited for with Paffion, 
when thus fhe begun, There was found out a 
Country for the planting of Dull Fancy, that had 
no Advantage of Art or Nature, the Air con- 
ftantly moderate, the Perfons chofen for the 
Place, were fuch as have no Opinion of their 
own Judgments but are extreamly advifeable, 
apt for Inftruétion in the Ways of Dull Fancy, 
that is, to imitate whatever is in Vogue ; others, 
that both by Principle and Temper are all Com- 
plaifance, having no Humour or Inclination of 
their own, and are perfe€tly refigned wherever 
they come to comply with every thing, as the 
Company feems difpofed: The Governour ap- 
pointed by the Great Afonarch, was a Man of 
much Experience, who had travell’d many Coun- 
triés, and perfectly underftood the Art of ma- 


king a great fhew of Wit, with a fmall Share of | y 


Underftanding : To thac End, he publifh’d his 
Order for the Sake of thofe who had a very mean 
Opinion of their own Judgment, that they 
fhould never fail to frequent al) publick Affem- 


blies, whether for Devotion, Diverfion, or any. 


Pretence whatfoever, for the Advantage of 
Learning all the new Modes of Thought, Speech 
and Behaviour; and for the Complaifant, his 
Order was, they fhould neither fpend Time nor 
Thought upon any Affairs of their own, bot let 
all po tothe Service and pleafing of others, and 
that it fhall be held a punifhable Crime in thofe 
that fhall either fee or {peak of any of their Faults 
or Failings ; by this Means, Companions was 


never wanting for the Service of Dall Fancy, to 


attend whoever were difpofed, for the fake of 
p fling tedious Time, to go to a Poppet-Shew, 
D oll, or Raffle, at any the mot unfeafonable 
Time or Weather; the ancient People of the 
Complaifamt Principle, were adored and call’d a 
good Sort of Women, being above all the moft 
ufeful to give Credit, and take Care of the Re- 
putations of young Perfons, purfuing Marriage, 
which forced ’em fometimes to the being una- 
voidably feen in fufpected Places; but then the 
Credit of the vld Lady brings ’em off, tho’ too of- 
ten the Courtfhip and Addrefs they receive in 
thofe Occafions, makes ’em forget their Age, 
and play the Woman, and rival the young La- 
dies they were to protect, yet were they never 
able to hit the right Way of Drefling, ’till they 
found the Way of fubmitting themfelves to the 
Dire&tion of young People, for fo they paf¥d 
without Cenfure at Plays, Treating-Honfes, and 
all Meetings for Diverfion, except in Places of 
Devotion, having quite loft that Habit by their 
Prattice of Complaifance, for "tis expected they 
fhould have another Look in fuch Places than the 
ounger Sort, who are a little excufed in re- 
{pect of their Youth and Ignorance, for which 
they are allow’d to follow the Modes of Devoti- 
on, as they do the Fafhions, not knowing why. 
Thofe that found themfelves weak and worn out 
with thefe Services, were by their Phyficians, ad- 
vifed not to fit at Home, but for fake of Air and 
Exercife, to keep to their ufual Caftom of daily 
vificing, except one Day in a Weck referv'd for 
being at Home to receive Vifits; but fhould 
their Scrength fail ’em, for getting in or out of 
their Coaches, and fo put ’em paft vifiting, the 
Advice was ftill to continue that Exercife abous 
the Streets, for their Healths and prolongiag of 
their Lives, "till Death takes ’em by Force  thole 
who had their own Judgment in Contempr, 


were 


[2] 


were very fri& Obfervers of the firftt Order, 
their Ears and Eyes were open with great Atten- 
tion, in all Places of Concourfe, to obferve the 
new Words ofed by Quality, which the Vulgar 
had not yet arriv’d at, and no Jefs employ’d 


their Eves when Occafion ferved, to make them- 
felves exaét Copies, not far fh re of Originals 
in the moft refined Way of giving the Enter- 


tainment of Tea, cold or bot, or any infpiring 
Lguors, for then is the Time to learn what 
fucgment is pafs’d upon publick, and fometimes 
private Aftions, I'lays, Authors, Songs, Verfes, 
which well repeated, upon occafion, with Affu- 
rance pafles for their own, and gets ’em the 
Keputaction of Wit, and that introduces ’em in- 
tothe belt Company, as readily as Fixe Clothes, 
or Pocket Moncy , thus far were they hardly ad- 
vanced, when an unforefeen Misfortune had 
very near rvin’d the whole Defign ; their partial 
Affections to fome Perfons, inclin’d ‘em to imi- 
tate their Ways, and repeat the Cenfures they 
made of Perfons and their Actions, who were 
fuch as were fo far from having obtain’d any ge- 
neral Applaufe for Wit; the World was gene- 
rally prejudic’d againft ’em for pretending to it; 
the only Expedient that could be found to redrefs 
this Evil, was toadvife ’em to lay fuch afide, 
and then to get into an intimate Acquaintance, 
with the moft celebrated Wits, and be perpetually 
in their Company, and by this Means mimick the 
Ways peculiar to Wits; this may deceive a 
great many Votaries to Wit, who love it much 
better than they underftand it, thus at leaft they 
may make themfelves a fine Sort cf agreeable Crea- 
rures, who if they were not Wits, they knew not 
what to cal] ’em. 

The Governour much tranfported with Joy 
to fee fuch a Poffibility of impofing upon Dull Far- 
cy, made it his Bufinefs to invite Taylors, Peruke- 
makers, Sewsftreffes and Tire-woren, and all Trades 
that any Ways relates to Clothes and Dreffing, with 
Promife of full Liberty to impofe what Fabhions 
they pleafed, upon all the Inhabitants of Dui 
Fancy, tho’ it were to make ’em look like the 
Kings and Queens upon the Cards, or the Pittures in 
Ballads, or at belt like the clean Indian Pidtures, 
with their fine faucy’d Colours, for nothing while 
*tis the Mode, can want its Beauty, but fearing 
fome Difputes might be made about the Fafhions, 
tho’ he fear’d nothing from the Complaifant, yet 
tq fecure thofe who had made fuch a Progrefs in 
pailing for Wits, left they might be tempted to 
Apterpoke in fome Occafions, and betray their 
Went of Underitanding, he thought fit to pub- 


lifh another Order, ftrictly forbidding all Perfons 
whatfoever to fpeak their own Thoughts at any 
Time, unlefs they certainly know ’em to be fuch 
as were eftablifh’d by the general Vogue, for 
whoever fhall venture to fpeak and defend their 
own particular Senfe of any thing, fhall forfeit 
all cheir Priviledge in Dull Fancy, and fhall be dif. 
eftecm'd in all Company, as Perfons ignorant 
conceited and ill-bred; but before the Gover. 
nour could fee the Effecis of this new Order, he 
was carried away by Death, whofe Place was 
foon fupply’d by one who chought himfelf wel} 
qualify’d, and prefum’d fo much upon it, as to 
petition the Atighty Afonarch to be made Gover. 
nour of Dull Fancy, which his Majefty readily 
granted after Proof made of his being a great 
Promoter of eating and drinking, wifely confide. 
ring the Advantage fuch a Governour would be 
to Dull Fancy, fince eating and drinking in Ex. 
cefs, moft aflurcdly creates Dulne/s, which plain- 
ly appear’d foon after, for at the Governour's 
Arrival, all the Teftimony of Joy and Refpeé 
were given that was poflible for Dull Fancy to 
invent, efpecially in Feafts and Entertainments, 
yet in the Governour’s Turn, he far exceeded all 
they had done, but moft of the Company foon 
after fell into fome Kind of Indifpofition, which 
their Phyficians imputed to thofe Exceffes; the 
Governour, upon hearing it, langh’d exceeding- 
ly, and defired they might be left to him tocure, 
which he could eafily effect by repeating thole 
Excefles ; he reviv’d all the Orders before pub- 
lifh’'d, and approved ’em, but judged it necella- 
ry that another relating to Drinking fhould be 
iflued out, whereby it was required, that his 
Practice and Example fhould be the Laws ot 
Drinking, and be exaétly obferved by all that 
were capable of this Diverfion, or had any Pre 
tentions to it; and for the Benefit of delightful 
Eating, the Ladies fhould never be left out 
their Entertainments, where there is the leat 
Pretences of inviting ’em, but not to admit em 
to the Diverfion of drinking with the Men, ut 
lefS upon a Wager, fome of the greatelt Pro- 
ficients in that Art, may for once admit’em, bat 
very rarely. +a 
This Order being well obferved, foon finifhd 
the Glory of Dull Fancy, for the Men had not 100g 
taken the Diverfion of eating and drinking ™ 
Taverns and Eating-Honfes, nor the Ladies 
made many Affignations for drinking, before !¢ 
encreafed their Bulk to this Degree, that ¢ 
Chairs and clean Linnen were preferr’d before 


their beft Friends, and to being carried ia th 
mK 
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much before Coaches, meerly for the Trouble of 
getting into ’em, this Indulgence encreafed their 
Flefh, and their Flefh required Indulgence that 
now there’s nothing feems wanting to perfec 


Duli Fancy. 


_— 


The Cafuiftical-Poft: Or, Athenian Mer- 
cury. 


Croydon, July 25. 1710. 


Queft. VV" eer have from the Shell of Non- 
Age crept, 
And to the golden Rules of Vertue ftept, 
Muft grant this Truth ( or elfe deny bis Senfe ) 
That feeking Jaftice fhould be no Offence : 
Muft likewife own, I think with Reafon geod, 
The Word Redrefs was never underftood ; 
A Mad Revenge or bafe injurious Fatt, 
But both a Chriftian and convenient At s 
For let the Sufferers once neglet& Redrefs, 
Infulters foon wou'd the whole World diftre/s, 
And ev’n the worft Delinquents boaft in blackeft of 
( Succefs. 
Without the Help of this Pacifick Guide, 
Aftrea’s Ballance, Hil won’d fwerve afide : 
Th? Abftemious would by Rapine be undone, 
And th? Univerfe allto Deftruétion run. 
Why ? Gentle Oracle, why then fo hot ? 
Js Dunton alfo of the Cenfor’s Plot ? 
( Who tho” difmay’d did nought receive from me, 
But what might well Urbania’s Language be. ) 
Or ts acivil Queftion grown a Fault, 
To be reguited With unkind Affaulc ? 
If not be pleas’d to let us under ftand, 
When’tis a Crime to make a juft Demand : 
Or, if a Breach of any Vertue term’d, 
Tocrave a Falfhood may be unaffirm’d ; 
To what does Partiallity belong ? 
Or, is’t ingenuous to fupport a Wrong ? 
No fordid Thoughts with Fury me enflam’d, 


Nor was Revenge once in my Queftion xam’d: 
I Patience prize, and Mecknefs much commend, 


And feorn for ought that’s Vicious ta contend : 
But’tis afferted, Vertue’s Champions muft 

To both the Foolifh and the Wife be juft: 

Oblige methen, and anfwer me at laf, 

Why was my Queftion clearly over-paft ? 

And not a Stutence folv'd of what J ask’d? 

For fuch aFriend I have defign’d to feek, 

That for Truth’s Sake, will Truth at all Times [peak ; 
And let the Gamefters trump what Card they will, 

2’ ( for my own fake ) be Urbania fil. 


‘ 


Anfw. Hail! Good Urbania ! This will let you 
That I can fiag when thou infpir ft me fo; (know 
The pow’rful Rays of fuch a Rifing Sun, 

Can lofluence Danton animate a Stone: 

Then never fay, I blame your Caufe or Senfe, 
Your feeking Juftice is without Offence, 

Tis lafhing Fraud, and merits Rever ence. 
We doubt (bright Maid) to whom we moft do owe 
Unto your Poems, or Affrea’s Brow, 

Is this requiting with unkind Affaule, 

To praife the meek Urbamia to a Fault ? 

Yes, in your Non- Age, Dunton does confefs, 
Urbania was a Firft-Rate Poere/:. 

But can my Gift encreafe thy mighty Store ? 
Can I augment thy Praife, altho’ tis fure, 

A Cypher added, makes the Figure more ? 
But ftillif Dunton’s Oracle may ipeak, 

In fuff’ring Wrongs I find Urbania weak 5 
Alas! Bright Maid, you are not Perfect * grown, 
If that you can’t forgive without a Frown. 

I blefs my Fate, that in a Sphere 1 move 
Secure, but fubjeé to the Darts of Love : 

[ foar not to thofe Heights where you are got, 
But can forgive the M4an won'd cut my Throat. 
Thus bright Aftrea’s Balance is my Guide, 
And yet Lam not on the CE NSOR’s Side. 

No, in a Challenge -~- which will foon appear, 
I fhall fo TAT ILE in great J/aac’s Ear, ‘ 
As willtry all his Learning, Wit and Fear: 
And yet I cannot with my Croydon Friend, 

Rail at Aftrea, ‘cau/e fhe feems unkind ? 

Moft I complain, the Stars prove crofs to me, 
’Caufe I was born in fuch a low Degree, 
Or ’caufe I loofe my Land in Ch-—ty? 
Moft I expect a Tribute from the Weft, 
‘Caufle Alexander conquer’d all the Eaft ? 
Methinks I fee Sejanus in the Clouds, 
Throng’d for a while by the adoring Crowds ; 
Upon the waxen Wings of Fame he flies, 
And darkens with his Train the glorious Skies. 
Thus like a Vapour he afcends in Pain, 

But like a condens’d Cloud falls down again : 
If Fate will have it thus, you ne’er will rife, 
Tho’ bright Afirea lent you Argus Eyes: 

So that your Luck is bad, and Queftion folv’d, 
And I fear always will be fo refolv’d ; 

For Virtue’s Champions muft be at a land, 
When bad Succe/s attends a juft Demand. 

% This Poem is fuppofed to be writ by a Quaker, 
and the Word perfect bere, alludes to the Quakers 
afferting Perfection in this Life. 

t+ My Preface to the firft Volume of Dunton’s 
Oracle ( wow inthe Prejs )u bere meant. 
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Tis true, in Times of old, in Saturn ’s Reiga, 
WI herein no Strife, no Envy, no Difdain, 
Defac’d the Colour of that caa - id Throne, 
Wonere Innocen ce nnrs vald fat me; 
W here no fere 4 Laws were il ais {Singdom found, 
Before Amb. i on did divide the Grouad : 

Vertue cid then her ors g bte| t Licht beftow, 


sae Sua ae t okie a6 TK? PPS ee 
And fway’d the Motions of this Wor:ld below: 
,f ‘ : . . . Q les “ fi. 4 
By - ; ice ft = deote vie Face U Ris iy i] JUG, 
Behind the Curtains of a Sable Cloud. 


But be your For tune good, or be itil, 

Dear Rhiming Angel be 7 Ure? ama {ti} J 

Divert your felf at leaft with merty oo 
Prove Croydon us the Atufes Heltcon y 

That’s Rhime on every Swain and tempting Maid, 
Till your whole Life’s a Sort of Serenade. 

QO. What Adoration is due to the Saints de- 

arteas 

A. All the Worfhip we owe them, is no 
more but arevcrend Efteem of their Perfons, and 
Imitation of their Vertues: No religious Wor- 
fhip isdue to them, they having nothing to do 
with us, nor we with them; as I fhall prove 
at large in my next Oracle, which 1 defign to en- 
title, The Popifh Saint, or the Canomzsng-Pofi, 
writ upon the Report of the Pope's going Co ca- 
nonize Pope Piws the Vth, and 5 new Saints. 

Q. What are fupernatur ‘al Viftons ? 

A. The lilufions of the Imagination, by which 
Men believe they fee by Intervals, Things which 
in Effect they do not fee, are a Kind of fhort and 
tranfient Folly; and they are made by a deep 
and lively Retracement of fome particular Spe- 
cies, which fo occupy the Organ of the interna! 
Senfe, that the other Species there remain as it 
were all of them defaced; from whence it hap- 

ens thatthe Imagination of itis livelily deter- 

mined: And as this is the Efe? of lively and 
a 1g, Imaginations, to reprefeat Things abicat 
as if chey were jut prefent, and as it they actu- 
ally ftruck the Seales; {0 it happens from thence, 
that Men do believe they fee that which they 
do not fee, becauic they judge that the Image 
that they have or it, 1s determined by che Pre- 
fence of the Object, not minding that if comes 
from the Imagination only ; and thus itis that 


there are a thoufand Sorts of lilufjons, and vain: 
and chimerical Vifions in certain Spirits, which) | 


we call feeble or weak; tho’ indced they are 


too ftrong, becaufe chat thefe Sorts of Illution 5 


proceed not buc from an exceeflive Force of the; 
Imagination, the whichts a true and rea! Weak- 
nelsot Reaton; fince the Imagination ss never 


| exceffively ftrong, but Reafon is thereby a8 Much 
weak, becaufe the Power of Reafon is to ryle 

over the Imagination, to redre{3, to corred it, 
to lufpend ICs Operati ons, and to confider jt 
nearly, to fee whereia it exceeds : The fuper. 
atural Vilions which come from Ged, are when 
God : S Payee ule m akes a miraculous and 
| (upernatural Impri effion ia the Im Pinaction, that 
co fiy, which doth not at all come from the 


i ~ 


necellary Coniequences ot the Courfe of the natu- 
ral Motion of the Blood, of the Humours, and of 
the Spirits; aud thoie which come from good 
and evil Angels, are m ade by the natural Em. 
pire that Anzels e over Bodies, by Virtue 
whereof, they {tir a lerage s in the Brain, which 
determin God as an univerfal Caufe, by the Law 
of the Union of che Soul wich the Body, to give 
Ideas and Thoughts, of which the Corporeal 
Images are the occafional Caufe; for be it what 
icwill, an Angel or a Devil, which retrace a 
certain Obje& ia our Brain, God gives us necefla- 
rily the Idea of it by that immutable Law of 
Quion, which we have often explained, which is 
uo other but the contufed Idea which Philofophers 
commonly exprefs by the Term of Concour/e, 
which they conceive as the Univerfal Influence, 
and perpetual and neceflary AGtion of the Creator, 
acting as an Univerfal Caufe, and animating by 
his intimate Co-operation, and by the moft effi- 
cacious Influence of his Life and of his Power, the 
whole Univerfe, reduced to aclear and diftiné 
Idea, under the Name of the Action, by which 
God makes and entertains the Union of the Souls 
with Bodies. 

Q. Why do they makeVenus the Morher of Beauty! 

A. Perhaps becaufe they make her the Mother 
. Love, and Beauty is that which ( by Means of 

vat Content and Pleatingnels which is in it) ie 


| io adereth Love in the Hearts of Men. Or perhaps 


becaufe Beauty is the proper Ornament of Wo- 
men, and Venus is faid to have been the faireft 
Woman that ever was, Or perhaps becaufe a 
moog the celeitial Planecs, there is none more 
delightfol, more giy and buckfom ; or by rea 
fon of her filver Lights more wanton, than the 


t) Planet of Verses, which Qualities do all coucor 
LO ed forming of the Lewur; y of a Woman. Or 
perhaps becaute this b lanet, “by her ha ppy Lafiu- 
, ences scotia much to the framing of every Wo- 
man gracious, tair, and lovely, cheretore fhe 
hath deferved the Name and Title of the Mother 
- all Beau ty. 


———— ee 
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